CHAPTER VI
THE LOSS  OF AMERICA,  1764-1783
I. the conflict with colonial revolution, 1764-1777
the inevitable reduction of the British army to seventy regi-
ments of foot and seventeen of cavalry—about 17,000 men at
home and 28,000 abroad—could hardly be justified by the
extension of our overseas territories under the terms of the Peace
of Paris or by the general political situation. The magnitude
of the task of keeping order in the vast new lands of America
was evidenced by the outbreak in 1763 of Pontiac's rising, which
in a few weeks spread to all the territory south of the Great
Lakes of Canada and was only suppressed a year later by the
skill and energy of Bouquet at the head of a small column of
British troops, with little or no assistance from the colonists.
Indeed, less than a decade after the conclusion of peace
with France, England was once again to have need of her army
in a great war in the New World, but this time not against her
hereditary foreign enemy, but against her own subjects in
rebellion under arms. It is no part of our task to decide the
responsibility for the lamentable dispute which arose immedi-
ately on the termination of the Seven Years' War between men
of one blood on both sides of the Atlantic, who had so recently
fought and been victorious side by side. The quarrel was
primarily caused by the endeavours of Great Britain to induce
her American colonies to contribute something towards the
cost of the increasing burden of Imperial defence, which the
latter, now that immediate danger to their existence had passed
away with the expulsion of the French from Canada, considered
unreasonable. The questions in dispute were further compli-
cated by the fractious spirit of the colonists, wlio fiercely
resented the attempts of the mother country to tighten her
, control on their rights of trade and self-government; and by
a lamentable lack of wisdom in the councils of the home
Government, whose insistence on its legal rights and enforce-
ment of petty taxes and levies served only to increase American
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